For anybody who has missed to be informed the club now meets at Peggoty’s Lounge, Fosters Booth, NN12 8LB
The evening began with a meal at 6.45 pm where 10 members and the guest speaker sat down to steak pie and mash followed by bread-and-butter pudding. With the efficient service at this venue the meal was completed with time to spare before the meeting was due to start.
There were 23 people present at the meeting including members, guests from Brackley Farmers Discussion Club, and several fresh faces, many of whom we hope will become members.   
The chairman opened the meeting at 8p.m. by introducing the speaker, Andrew Knowles CEO of Fram Farmers whose talk was entitled “Where will we be in the next 5 years”. He began by outlining his career including the benefits of belonging to Fram Farmers, an organisation with 1500 members. 
We then moved on to the main body of the talk and anybody that had come along hoping to be told of the next great opportunity in farming would surely have been disappointed, although pigs and possibly poultry could possibly be the exceptions. Livestock generally was only briefly mentioned (perhaps we are beyond hope!) The arable sector was the main area under discussion and the speaker pointed out that farmers could take no comfort in “everybody has had a poor harvest” as it is the global harvest which sets the price. Similarly, our supply commodities i.e. seed, fertiliser and chemicals are governed by global demand. He touched briefly on new technology, although questioned how much impact it would have. Throughout the evening Andrew answered questions from the floor and asked the opinion of members of the audience thereby creating more of a discussion, with varied success. Unfortunately for once our President failed to respond when asked to comment.
In summarising Andrew concluded that the supermarkets would be keen to secure their supplies of food and that this may include getting involved further down the supply chain. Could this involve farming?
He then showed a short video of my fellow joint secretary taking part in a party game where he did an impressive circuit of someone’s lounge as a wheelbarrow, and I’m glad to see that I am not the only one who wears odd socks!
The chairman then asked Gordon Emery to give the vote of thanks
The next meeting is at 8p.m. on Wednesday the 19th of November with a talk by Lizzie Andow – Meadow Quality – “The Changing Beef Industry”
There will be a meal beforehand of roast lamb, we will sit down at 6.45p.m
As there was no further business the chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.25p.m. 
It was pleasing to note that many of those present stayed to socialise afterwards, something that the committee hope will be seen as a positive in belonging to Daventry Farmers Discussion Club       
